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your friend)," — hi aqui being, in fact, ety- 
mologically similar to French void. There 
is a chapter of interesting reading-matter en- 
titled " Viage por Espafia," with topographi- 
cal notes and a handsome inset map of Spain 
and Portugal. The book is provided with a 
good index (but no table of contents), and in 
general make-up is creditable to the publishers. 

From the Librairie Hachette & C' e come 
two i6mo companion volumes, the ' First 
Spanish Book — Grammar, Conversation and 
Translation,' with a list of words to be com- 
mitted to memory and full vocabularies, (pp. 
xii, 242) and ' First Steps in Spanish Idioms,' 
containing an alphabetical list of Idioms, ex- 
planatory notes and examination papers ' (pp. 
vi, 117), by A. M. Bower, Ph.D., and Prof. 
Don Edwardo Tolra (Boston : Carl Schoen- 
hof). The authors' "chief aim has been to 
produce a small work, which, owing to its low 
price, may enable a student of the slenderest 
means to pursue the study of this useful and 
graceful language"; and these little com- 
pends are of a grade to meet the needs of 
teachers and pupils not over-exacting in their 
requirements. With that genius for the un- 
practical which is now and then encountered 
among the makers of text-books, the alpha- 
betical arrangement of idioms is according to 
the leading Spanish word in each idiom, thus 
successfully precluding the very object aimed 
at, viz., the use of the list for reference in the 
preparation of the English exercises, which 
are the only ones given in the book. 

The ' Romans choisis ' published by W. R. 
Jenkins: New York (Boston: Schoenhof), are 
increased by No. 16, 'l'Homme a l'oreille 
cass£e ' by Edmond About, the second of 
this author's works in the series. The usual 
excellence of type and paper prevails. — The 
same firm continues its series of Hugo's 
novels with ' Les Travailleurs de la mer, ' pub- 
lished in one thick octavo volume of 562 pp. 
($1.00). We may remind our readers that this 
completes the strictly first-rate novels of 
Hugo, 'Les MiseYables,' in five volumes, 
' Notre Dame de Paris,' in two, illustrated, 
and ' Quatre-vingt-treize,' in one, having pre- 
ceded it. They form thus both the best and 
most portable edition of Hugo's fiction pub- 
lished in any country, and we most heartily 
congratulate the publishers on the success of 
their labors. 



OBITUARY. 

OCTAVE FEUILLET. 

Octave Feuillet, who died the last week 
of December, was born in 1821 at Saint-L6 
(Manche). After following the course of study 



in the Lycee Louis-le-Grand at Paris, he 
devoted himself entirely to literature, and ap- 
peared first before the public in a novel ' Le 
Grand Vieillard ' (1845), which he wrote 
together with Bocage and Aubert, under 
the pseudonym Desire' Hazard. This nar- 
rative, published in the National, was fol- 
lowed by various plays, written likewise in 
collaboration in 1845 and 1846. They met 
with indifferent success. His true manner he 
found after striking out for himself, in his well- 
known 'Scenes et Proverbes,' written for the 
Revue des Deux Mondes, after the fashion of 
Musset, but treating of the more wholesome 
side of life in such a way as to earn for their 
author the title of the Musset des families. 
Many of these sketches, as " La Crise " (1828), 
" Redemption," " Le Pour et le Contre," " La 
Clef d'or," "Le Village," "Le Cheveu blanc," 
were prepared later for the stage, or were 
originally intended for it. Dramatic works of 
more pretention are " Dalila " (1855) and 
" Montjoie " (1863), the former a drame, the 
latter a comedy. In novels, ' Onesta ' (1848) in 
the Revue nouvelle, and ' Bellah ' (7850) in the 
Revue des Deux Mondes, preceded by several 
years the great success of 'Le Roman d'un 
jeune homme pauvre ' (1858), soon dramatized, 
and the hardly less popular 'Histoirede Sy- 
biile ' (1862). About this time honors were be- 
stowed on him. Elected to the Academy in 
1862 in place of Scribe, nominated to the Le- 
gion of Honor in 1863, he was appointed librar- 
ian of the palace libraries of the Empire, and 
when the government changed in 1871, was 
offered but refused, an emolument as a writer. 
In 1867 appeared one of his strongest novels, 
' M. de Camors,' whose tragic climax was 
repeated later in 'Julia de Tr£coeur ' (1872). 
More quiet but not less attractive is the tone 
of ' Le Journal d'une femme ' (1878). The 
last years of Feuillet, saddened by family 
bereavements, are reflected in the gloomy 
tone of his novels, as ' La Morte ' (1886). His 
most recent volume is ' le Divorce de Juliette' 
(1889), which was to be followed by " Honneur 
d'artiste." The general trend of the works of 
Feuillet is what may be termed " romanes- 
que." Of a delicate, refined nature, emotion- 
al in thought while retired in life, a prey to 
extreme nervousness, which finally shattered 
his health, he avoided in the main the realistic 
views of human existence and sought refuge 
in the realm of romance. He wrote especially 
for the society of the Faubourg St. Germain, 
and gained its favor by his elegance of diction 
and of phrase. Throughout his writings he 
seems to have steadily aimed at moral teach- 
ing, based on modern manners as he found 
them. Neither profound nor broad in his 
delineation of social life, he yet brings to his 
work the same notion of chivalry which was 
applied to other times and lands by one of his 
favorite authors, Walter Scott. 

F. M. Warren. 
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